Sept. 20.]      The rage of trade self-destructive,           263
' I cannot agree with you, Sir; a bason of cold water or a horse whip will cure laziness.1 JOHNSON. ' No, Sir, it will only put off the fit; it will not cure the disease. I have been trying to cure my laziness all my life, and could not do it.' BOSWELL. ' But if a man does in a shorter time what might be the labour of a life, there is nothing to be said against him.' JOHNSON, (perceiving at once that I alluded to him and his Dictionary]. ' Suppose that flattery to be true, the consequence would be, that the world would have no right to censure a man ; but that will not justify him to himself'.'
After breakfast, he said to me,' A Highland Chief should now endeavour to do every thing to raise his rents, by means of the industry of his people. Formerly, it was right for him to have his house full of idle fellows; they were his defenders, his servants, his dependants, his friends. Now they may be better employed. The system of things is now so much altered, that the family cannot have influence but by riches, because it has no longer the power of ancient feudal times. An individual of a family may have it; but it cannot now belong to a family, unless you could have a perpetuity of men with the same views. M'Leod has four times the land that the Duke of Bedford has. I think, with his spirit, he may in time make himself the greatest man in the King's dominions; for land may always be improved to a certain degree. I would never have any man sell land, to throw money into the funds, as is often done, or to try any other species of trade. Depend upon it, this rage of trade will destroy itself. You and I shall not see it; but the time will come when there will be an end of it. Trade is like gaming. If a whole company are gamesters, play must cease; for there is nothing to be won. When all nations are traders, there is nothing to be gained by trade3, and it
1 Sec ante, i. 461, and ii. 17, 40, 505.
" Gibbon, thirteen years later, writing to Lord Sheffield about the commercial treaty with France, said (Misc. Works, ii. 399):—' I hope both nations are gainers; since otherwise it cannot be lasting; and
willature.'   Memoirs of the Reign of George II, iii. 99.   According to Mrs. Piozzi (Ancc. p. 5), Johnson said that his 'father's brother, Andrew, kept the ring in Smithfield (where they wrestled and boxed) for a whole year, and never was thrown or conquered.   Mr. Johnson was,' she continues, 'very conversant in the art of boxing,'   She had heard him descant upon it 'much to
